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State Deputy’s Message 
 
Happy Thanksgiving! I hope you enjoy this wonderful 
holiday with family and friends. As you celebrate, it is 
important to remember the first Thanksgiving. Those 
gathered for that thanksgiving meal, first and foremost, 
thanked God for His many blessings. We too must 
remember to thank God and put Him at the center of all 
we do. 
Seminarians 
In November, we are reminded of our commitment to 
support our seminarians. The current list of seminarians 
in Kansas is on our revamped website. If you haven’t yet 
committed to supporting a seminarian there is still time 
to do so.  In addition to our financial support, it is 
important that these young men receive our prayers and 
well wishes. Send them letters of support, cards for 
special occasions, include them in your newsletter 
mailings and invite them to your council meetings.  
Patriotic Duty 
This month also provides us with the opportunity to pick 
our political leaders and judges. Inform yourself 
concerning the issues, get to know the candidates and 
their stances on those issues. Prayerfully consider your 
vote, informed by your Catholic faith, and then do your 
patriotic duty on November 8. 
Membership Growth 
Make November a month that we grow membership in 
our councils. Also make it the month that we commit to 
continuous recruitment. By that I mean that we invite 
everyone, every day, in every setting to share in the 
outstanding legacy of our Order. That legacy includes: 
our founding by a holy priest, Blessed Michael 
McGivney, our commitment to Charity and service, 
Unity with the Catholic Church and our commitment to 
Fraternity with our brothers. We must do so 
intentionally, with confidence and joy.   
In addition to this commitment to continuous 
recruitment, conduct Church drives at least once every 
quarter. Church drives are the formal, intentional, ask of 
the men in our parishes to join us. They are intentional 
because we plan them in advance, we promote them 
through the parish bulletin, and we invite our Chaplains 
to be involved. We greet parishioners with a smile, a 

welcome and a prayer card. After mass we engage them, 
share our joy and love of the Knights of Columbus with 
them and invite them to join. For more information 
about how to conduct a successful Church Drive contact 
your state membership team. 
Fraternal Benefit Nights 
On November 29 we have another opportunity to earn 
the Founders Award. This award demonstrates our 
commitment to fulfilling our founder's vision of securing 
the financial security of his parishioners. Our second 
virtual fraternal benefit night will feature retirement 
income expert Tom Hegna. Host a watch party and 
invite everyone in the parish to attend. Make it a social 
event and use it as an opportunity to recruit. For more 
information about how to earn credit toward the 
Founders Award contact your field agent or district 
deputy. 
 
What a wonderful month November is. It is full of 
opportunity and promise. Take full advantage of all it 
has to offer us as proud members of the Knights of 
Columbus. 
 
Vivat Jesus, 
Michael J. Grothoff 
 

State Chaplain’s Message 
 
Dear Brother Knights and Worthy Sirs, 
In the very middle of the 16 chapters of St. Mark’s 
Gospel Jesus gives a mid-term examination. The exam 
only has one questions: Now Jesus and his disciples set 
out for the villages of Caesarea Philippi. Along the way 
he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 
(Mk. 8:27) 
 In our modern world that question of Jesus is as 
important as ever. Of course, we know that St. Peter got 
the answer correct when he said: You are the Messiah.  
(Mk 8:29) The Messiah is the anointed one, long 
expected by the prophets.  
The word Messiah occurs over 500 times in the New 
Testament. Through our own Baptism and Confirmation, 
we share in a real way in that anointing of Jesus, and in 
the life of the Blessed Trinity. I would suggest to all of 
the Kansas Knights of Columbus, and their families, that 
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Jesus being the Messiah takes on several unique 
meanings this November: 

1) In November we remember the dead. Many 
Knights of Columbus councils throughout the 
state have special Masses and prayers 
throughout the month for deceased members, 
and the faithful departed in general. 2 
Maccabees 12:46 speaks about praying for the 
dead that they may be atoned of sin.  It is our 
firm faith in Christ as Messiah that inspires us in 
this month to pray for the repose of the faithful 
departed. 

2) November 8 is election day. As people 
redeemed by the Blood of Christ, our way of 
acting should be different from the world’s way. 
Find out what the Catholic Church teaches about 
key issues.  

3) The last Sunday of November this year is also 
the First Sunday of Advent. What a beautiful 
time to ask ourselves as individuals, as parishes, 
and Knights of Columbus Councils what we are 
doing to prepare for the coming of Christ. Daily 
Mass, prayer, Rosary, Adoration, Scripture 
reading and other forms of prayer can help 
prepare us all to receive the Messiah, our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Our fraternal life and acts of 
charity are signs of a real unity so often lacking 
in modernity.  

4) Finally, in November as we celebrate 
Thanksgiving Day, let us be thankful for our 
loving God, for our Catholic faith, for the 
Knights of Columbus, for this great nation, and 
for family and friends.  

 
Pray that many new, dynamic Catholic men who want to 
be leaders in our Catholic faith will step up this coming 
year and become Knights of Columbus, and that current 
members who are not as active will see this as an 
opportunity to work together with other Knights to 
joyfully witness to our Catholic faith, and to the 
tremendous charity people have come to expect from us.  
 
Vivat Jesus, 
Father Meinrad Miller, OSB 
 

 
State Membership Directors Message 

 
November is the month that the Catholic Church 
remembers all who have passed away. It is my hope that 
every council will hold a Memorial Mass to honor all 
deceased Knights from their council and everywhere that 

have made the Knights of Columbus what it is today. It 
is an organization that is always there to aid and assist 
where ever there is a need. We must keep the Knights 
going to step Into The Breach and help all in need. 
  
Gentlemen two months, we have two months left to 
finish out the first half of the year and we need some 
major pushes within the councils for new members. We 
have the rest of the Fraternal year left for the free promo 
code, BlessedMcGivney. We must recruit men into the 
Knights to keep our Order strong and healthy. We need 
these men to help those in need and maintain the Order 
into the next generation and beyond. Remember what I 
said last month, unless it is a transfer or a member under 
18, consider Form 100s obsolete; use E-Member. As of 
November, our membership numbers are down over the 
first quarter. We need to increase the numbers for new 
members to make up for lost ground. Let us make up the 
numbers in honor of our late Brother Knights. Can we, 
do it? I believe we can! Will we, do it? I know we can do 
this and we will do it! 
 
For the month of November, I ask that all councils that 
host an Exemplification host it in honor of your Council 
Chaplin or a deceased Brother Knight in your council. 
Remember Blessed Fr. Michael McGivney the founder 
of the Knights of Columbus, is always a good choice to 
honor at an Exemplification. This Thanksgiving let us all 
be thankful for our families, our Parish family, our 
Brother Knights, and all of those who help those in need 
this time of year. 
   
Blessed Michael McGivney, Pray for Us!  
Vivat Jesus,  
Steve Abels 

 
State Program Directors Message 

 
November brings on a time to be thankful of all the gifts 
that God has given each of us.  This is also the start of 
Holiday Season and the half-way point in our fraternal 
year.  There are a lot of things to be planning for during 
the second half of the season, and it’s time to start getting 
things ready to go. 
 
District Deputies, start planning your district or regional 
meetings now.  You should have received an e-mail from 
Administration Director Doug Wietharn with all the 
information that you need.  These meetings are crucial in 
the planning of the fraternal year’s second half and with 
many deadlines coming up can ensure each councils 
success.    
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I would like to thank Life Director Steve Prockish for all 
of his work during this year’s Silver Rose trip through 
Kansas.  Many details go into securing, planning, and 
executing the Silver Rose Program each year.  Thank you 
Steve on a job well done! 
 
Most councils have completed their Tootsie Roll Drives 
for this year.  This program takes many man hours to 
complete and is the driving force that funds the Special 
Olympics state basketball tournaments in the spring.  
Remember to fill out the Tootsie Roll Report Form and 
send copies to State Treasurer Kevin Roberts and State 
Humanities Chairman Trystan Mies.  Remember to send 
the check to Kevin Roberts as well.   
 
RSVP ticket sales have been a huge success thus far.  If 
you have not yet, please get your tickets and monies back 
to Chairman Travis Wurtz as soon as you can.  This 
includes any un-sold tickets still left.  After November 
15th, please do NOT send them in the U.S. Mail, make 
plans with someone to hand them over to Travis before 
the Mid-Year meeting in Lawrence on the first weekend 
of December. 
 
With just two months in this calendar year left, make sure 
your Council finishes this first half strong.  Many 
programs, reports, and awards will be upcoming during 
the second half of the year.  Get ready, and enjoy them all, 
for we were made for Greatness! 
 
Vivat Jesus, 
Eric Sevart 

 
State Administrative Directors Message 

 
The 2022-2023 2nd Quarter Directory has been 
completed. Updates have been made and a new link was 
sent out recently. If you have not seen the email, please 
check your spam or junk folder. If you still do not see 
one, contact the Administrative Director. Please review 
the directory and notify the State Secretary at 
statesecretary@kansas-kofc.org and the Administrative 
Director at administrative@kansas-kofc.org if anything 
needs to be updated.   
Forms – State Forms can be found under “Forms” on the 
state website. All the forms have now been created as 
fillable and have been posted to the Forms section of the 
website. We have two types of forms, the “Kansas 
Fillable Online” section where you submit the form 
online once filled in, and the “Kansas Fillable PDF” 

section where you can fill in the form save it to your 
devise and email it to the proper state personnel. 
Seminarians – The seminarian list has been received 
from the Faith Director and the list has been added to the 
main page of the website. There is a section that contains 
a list for each diocese. You will also see a list of 
addresses for the seminaries that they are attending. 
Most of the updates have been made to the new website. 
As you visit the website, I suggest you search around to 
see what is new. While you are viewing the website, if 
you see something that needs to be updated or changed, 
please send that information via email to 
webmaster@kansas-kofc.org. The home page of the 
website can still be found at kansas-kofc.org. 
 
Vivat Jesus, 
Douglas Wietharn 
 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
November 
Remember Brother Knights with a Memorial Mass 
 
1 Conduct “Keep Christ in Christmas” Poster 

contest 
1 Deadline for District Deputies to return RSVP 

tickets and donations to RSVP Fund Chairman 
1 Deadline to return Adopt a seminarian pledge 

cards to Faith Director 
3 Deadline to order Free Throw Kits from 

Supreme 
December 
Keep Christ in Christmas! 
2-4 Mid-Year DD Meeting in Lawrence 
3 RSVP ticket drawing for prizes 
15 Deadline to submit Tootsie Roll Report and 

checks to State Treasurer Kevin Roberts 
31 Deadline for Keep Christ in Christmas poster 

contest winners to District Deputies 
 

 
Congratulations! 

Knight of the Month for September 2022: Mike 
Denning Council 7909 – Olathe-Prince of Peace 
Family of the Month for September 2022: The Brian 
Hanson Family of Council 3033 – Atwood
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